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_____  Zebra Swallowtail  

(Eurytides marcellus) 
2½”–4”. Zebra striped:white with black 
stripes. Very long tails. Moist woods 
along rivers, woods swamps, pine 
flatwoods, open areas. 

 
_____  Black Swallowtail  

(Papilio polyxenes ) 
3”–4½”. Very dark black color; 2 rows 
(bands) of spots. Open areas—fields, 
gardens, waste areas, marshes; 
meadow/old fields. 

 
_____  Eastern Tiger Swallowtail 

(Papilio glaucus) 
3”–6½”. Tiger-striped: yellow, black 
stripes. Female dark form is black. 
Deciduous broadleaf forests, edges, and 
river valleys. 

 
_____  Spicebush Swallowtail 

(Papilio troilus ) 
3”–5”. Black, blue. Spoon-shaped tails. 
Broadleaf deciduous forests; second-
growth woods, deciduous woodlands, 
edges, wooded swamps, pine barrens 

 
_____  Pipevine Swallowtail 

(Battus philenor ) 
2¾”–5”. Black. Underside—large orange 
spots on iridescent blue. Upper side—
black with iridescent dark green. Glades 
in woods–wooded clearings  

 
_____  Cabbage White 

(Pieris rapae) 
1”–2”. White. Extremely common and 
widespread. Open, weedy areas in urban 
and rural settings: gardens, power lines, 
marshes, road edges. 

 
_____  Clouded (Common) Sulphur 

(Colias philodice) 
1”–3”. Yellow. Males have dark margins 
on front & hind wings. Open—fields, 
lawns, road edges, clover fields. 

 
_____  Orange (Alfalfa) Sulphur 

(Colias eurytheme)  
1”–2”. Yellow; some orange. Orange 
patches in center of forewing; dark 
edges on males. Open—alfalfa fields, 
lawns, fields, road edges. 

 
_____  American Copper 

(Lycaena phlaeas ) 
1”. Bright orange flash; forewings orange 
with black spots. Flies close to the 
ground. Meadow and old fields, 
roadsides, pastures, landfills. 
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_____  Red-Banded Hairstreak 

(Calycopis cecrops)  
1”. Gray-brown; orange stripe. Tails. 
Overgrown fields, coastal hammocks, 
edges. 

 
_____  Gray Hairstreak 

(Strymon melinus)  

 
_____  Eastern Tailed Blue  
(Cupido [Everes] comyntas) 

<1”. Light blue; orange spots on underside. 
Tiny orange eyespots on hindwing. Two 
small hairs (tails) at bottom of hindwings. 
Dark outline around wings. Smaller than 
common blue. Meadow and old fields; 
open, sunny, weedy. 

 
_____ Common Blue (Spring Azure) 

(Celastrina ladon) 
<1”. Light blue; females have black outline. 
Often very pale blue. Very small. Almost 
mothlike. Deciduous woods and wooded 
edges. 

 
_____ American Snout  
(Libytheana carinenta)  

1.5”. Brown and orange. Snout—
protrusion from head is very distinct. 
Angular wings with dark margins. 
Orange color on wings near the body. 
Forested rivers & marshes, fields, 
boundaries/edges 

 
_____ Great Spangled Fritillary (Speyeria 

cybele)  
2”-3”. Larger than Meadow Fritillary. 
Bright orange color; silver spots. Open 
fields, meadows, roadsides. Prefers 
moist areas. 

 
_____ Meadow Fritillary  

(Boloria bellona)  
1.25”–2”. Usually dull orange-brown 
with black dashes. Similar to Great 
Spangled, but smaller. Low, moist 
grassy fields. 

 
_____ Variegated Fritillary  

(Euptoieta claudia)  

 
_____ Pearl Crescent  

(Phyciodes tharos) 
1”–1.5”. Orange-colored, with varying dark 
markings. Brown smudge on hindwing. 
Low flight. Meadow and old fields. 

 
_____  American Lady 
(Vanessa virginiensis) 

 
_____  Question Mark  

(Polygonia interrogationis) 
2.5”. Orange; upper hindwings darker; 
forewings with black speckles. Frilly 
angular wing margins. Woodlands and 
nearby open areas. 

 
_____  Eastern Comma 

(Polygonia comma) 
1.75”–2”. Orange. Wing edges cut very 
deep—looks worn out. Upper wings 
have dark margin. Forested rivers, 
marshes,swamps, damp forests. 
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_____  Mourning Cloak 
(Nymphalis antiopa)   

2”–2.5”. Black. Pale yellow or white 
margin on outside of upper wings. 
Streams, wooded clearings, urban parks, 
damp woods. 

 
_____  Red Admiral  
(Vanessa atalanta) 

1.75”–2.25”. Black, red, orange. Reddish-
orange bands on both forewings and 
hindwings. Rapid flight. Open areas 
with flowers. 

 
_____ Red Spotted Purple 
(Limenitis arthemis astyanax) 

2.5”–3.75”. Greenish blue. Hindwings 
with black stripe lining margin. Red 
spots towards tip of forewing. Broadleaf 
deciduous forests. 

 
_____  Common Buckeye (Junonia coenia)  
1.75”–2.25”. Brown with brightly colored 
spots. Eyespots on upper wings are 
large and brightly colored. Exposed 
areas: meadows, road edges 

 
_____ Hackberry Emperor  

(Asterocampa celtis) 
2”–2.5”. Dark brown. Very friendly–will 
land on you. Upperside of forewing dark 
brown with white spots. Forested 
streams and clearings; edges. 

 
_____ Tawny Emperor 
(Asterocampa clyton) 

2”–2.5”. Brown with colorful hindwings. 
Usually more colorful than Hackberry. 
Hindwings darker than forewings. 
Heavily wooded areas near rivers, dry 
woods, cities 

 
_____ Common Wood Nymph 

(Cercyonis pegal)  
2”–3”. Brown; dark spots on underside 
and upperside wing margins. Prairies, 
old fields, pinewoods, bogs, open 
meadows 

 
_____ Little Wood Satyr (Megisto cymela) 

 
_____ Northern Pearly Eye  

(Enodia anthedon)  
1.5”–2”. Pale grey; row of dark spots on 
underside of wings. Damp deciduous 
woods near streams or marshes. 

 
_____  Monarch (Danaus plexippus)  

3.5”–4”. Bright orange; black veins. 
Glides while flying. Meadows, weedy 
fields, moist areas 

 
_____ Viceroy (Limenitis archippus) 

 
_____   Silver Spotted Skipper 

(Epargyreus clarus)  
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R A PP A H A N N O C K ’S M O ST W A N TED 
Which butterfly species are imperiled in Rappahannock? The answer to that question is a bit confusing, since no 
comprehensive, countywide count has ever been done. The Virginia Department of Conservation and Recreation’s Natural 
Heritage database lists no butterflies that are threatened in Rappahannock County. On the other hand, the U.S. Geological 
Survey lists 66 species of butterflies that should be native to the county, and in cross-referencing this list to DCR’s 
imperiled list for the whole state, three species match: 

 
  

Regal Fritillary 
(Speyeria idalia) 

Globally vulnerable;  
critically imperiled in Virginia 

Frosted Elfin  
(Callophrys irus) 

Globally vulnerable; 
 possibly imperiled in Virginia 

Atlantis Fritillary  
(Speyeria atlantis) 

Globally common;  
imperiled in Virginia 

 
 


