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MD100: A BUTTERFLY BIG YEAR – 2013

Those who contemplate the beauty of the earth find reserves of strength that will
endure as long as life lasts.  There is something infinitely healing in the repeated
refrains of nature — the assurance that dawn comes after night, and spring after
winter.

Rachel Carson, Silent Spring 

According to the Maryland Biodiversity Project, 159 species of butterflies and skippers have
been recorded in Maryland.  Of these, take away 43 that have been extirpated (Regal Fritillary is one
of these) or were accidental strays (such as Zebra Longwing or Palatka Skipper) or are very rare and
of uncertain status (Mottled Duskywing and Appalachian Grizzled Skipper are two of these) and you
are left with 116 species.  Of these, not all are common or easy to find.  Far from it.  Some are tied
to a particular hard-to-reach habitat (Olympia Marble), some appear for only brief periods in
specialized habitat (Dusted and Leonard’s Skippers), some have extremely limited ranges in
Maryland (Frosted Elfin, Harris’s Checkerspot, Hoary Edge), and some irruptive species show up
one year but disappear the next (Little Yellow, Long-tailed Skipper).  

I can’t say for certain when Rick Borchelt and I began talking about doing a butterfly “Big
Year” focused exclusively on Maryland.  (A Big Year – to see as many species of butterflies as
possible in a given area.)  But our discussions grew serious by mid-March, and even given the slim
odds, we decided that seeing at least 100 species in one season in Maryland was not impossible. 



Rick dubbed it “MD100” and began tracking our progress on his butterfly blog, Lep Log
(www.leplog.wordpress.com). 

. . . a couple of us have decided to launch a Butterfly Big Years in 2013 to log
100 or more species in Maryland.  This is just at the edges of do-able, we think —
and will take some fancy footwork working remote corners of the state, spending as
much time as possible in the field this season, and scouring databases and reference
works for more clues about when and where to find difficult species.

Rick Borchelt, Lep Log, 2013 Maryland Butterfly Big Year

I was motivated in part by the particularly good year of butterflying (or “lepping”) I had in
2012.  Between February 3 and November 12, I saw 109 species in the mid-Atlantic region that year,
though many of these were not in Maryland.  In fact, at season’s end, my 2012 Maryland list stood
at just 83 species.  The problem with 2012 was that I took too many trips outside Maryland –
Virginia, West Virginia, North Carolina.  But as the 2013 season started, I was ready to focus on my
home state. 

My Big Year started small.  On March 23rd, while taking a break from working in the yard
in Silver Spring to talk with a neighbor, I saw my first of the year – or “FOY” – butterfly, a single
Cabbage White fluttering by.  Which prompted me to go to National Arboretum in Washington,
D.C., where I met Rick. Though the sun was warm, the air wasn’t and a chill hung on, in part
because of a persistent breeze. We saw just one butterfly, an unidentified anglewing, probably a
Comma judging from its small size.  Best bird we saw was a Merlin.  But even with just a single
species tallied, I was on my way to 100 species. 

01  Cabbage White (1) 

Rick and I were back in the field on April 14, this time on Maryland’s Eastern Shore at the
Tom Tyler Nature Trail in Wicomico County north of Route 50 just east of the Nanticoke River
bridge.  We found plenty of activity there, but no luck thereafter.  It was still too early everywhere
else.  

02  Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (3) 
03  Falcate Orangetip (2) 
04  Orange Sulphur (2) 
05  Brown Elfin (4) 
06  Henry’s Elfin (2) 
07  Gray Hairstreak (1)
08  Eastern Tailed-Blue (2) 
09  Spring Azure (1)  
10  American Holly Azure (2) 
11  Summer Azure (8) 
12  Mourning Cloak (1) 

http://www.leplog.wordpress.com).


All FOYs!  The joy of a first trip of the year!  Everything new!  A stop before sunset at the
Choptank River DNR Preserve just over the line in Talbot County yielded nothing new.  

Orange Sulphur (2)
Summer Azure (2)
Mourning Cloak (1)

On the way home, we stopped for dinner at the Red Hot and Blue barbeque on Route 50 west
of the Bay Bridge and studied azure specimens Rick collected at Tom Tyler.  We determined we had
three species, Celastrina ladon (Spring), C. idella (Holly), and C. neglecta (Summer).  We both
considered the day an auspicious beginning.  In the weeks that followed, both of us were constantly
planning a next move, targeting species we would need to see before they disappeared until 2014. 
Rick, especially, did a lot of the planning in concert with posting a weekly Mid-Atlantic Lep Field
Forecast on Lep Log. 

The weather was still cool on April 21st when Beth Johnson joined Rick and me on an
afternoon outing to Merkle Wildlife Sanctuary in Prince Georges County.  Beth somehow saw a tiny
American Copper from Rick’s open car window as we inched along the edge of a field.  It was on
the gravelly shoulder – how Beth saw such a minuscule creature from a slowly moving car
confounded me.  It was a wonderful sighting!  An Olive Hairstreak was hiding in the top of a cedar
and took me forever to find, despite Rick and Beth’s detailed directions (“see the gray twig just
below the third branch from the top?”).  One of the few times when it would have been nice to have
a spotting scope while butterflying, if not a very powerful laser pointer.  

13  Zebra Swallowtail (6) 
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (10)
Falcate Orangetip (3)
Eastern Tailed-Blue (3)
Summer Azure (1)
14  American Copper (1) 
15  Olive Hairstreak (1) 
16  Variegated Fritillary (1) 
17  Pearl Crescent (4) 
18  Juvenal’s Duskywing (4) 

On April 26th, a partly cloudy and still cool Friday, I skipped work and went to the Patuxent
Wildlife Visitors Center in Prince Georges County.  Got there around 11:30 or so and  hiked around
Cash Lake.  The first good find not far down the trail at all was a FOY Checkered Skipper.  At the
far end of the lake, in a power line right-of-way, I found at least three Pine Elfins.  About time!  I had
tried for elfins there on the 20th of April, but it was cool, too cool, as well as too windy that day.  

Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (2)
Cabbage White (1)
Falcate Orangetip (2)
19  Eastern Pine Elfin (3) 



Eastern Tailed-Blue (6)
Summer Azure (1)
Variegated Fritillary (1)
Pearl Crescent (5)
20  Common Checkered-Skipper (1) 
Juvenal’s Duskywing (3)

Rick, Beth and I traveled to Chino Farm in Queen Anne’s County on April 27 to participate
in a Bio Blitz.  Luckily, I drove my RAV4 because some of the roads were atrocious.  Got to use
4-wheel drive!  Our search for butterflies was somewhat discouraging.  It was slow, very slow.  Just
one FOY. 

(In lists hereafter, (c) = common >10, (ab) = abundant >45)

21  Black Swallowtail (1) & 
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (3)
Cabbage White (c)
Falcate Orangetip (c)
Orange Sulphur (c)
American Copper (3)
Gray Hairstreak (2)
Eastern Tailed-Blue (ab)
Pearl Crescent (c)
Mourning Cloak (1)
Juvenal’s Duskywing (1)

We thought about heading to Worcester County to look for Frosted Elfins, but before we did,
we heard from Rick Cheicante who was there and who had not found any elfins.  (Rick B. found
Frosted Elfin in Worcester on May 10, a day when I was slaving away at home on an Administrative
Law Judge exam.  What a waste of time!)  

We left Chino around 2:30 or so and drove to Eastern Neck National Wildlife Refuge in Kent
County, where aside from lots of Zebra Swallowtails, it seemed even deader than Chino.  Too cool
a spring we all concluded, especially on the Eastern Shore.  Best lep was the FOY Horace’s
Duskywing, which Beth got a great picture of to confirm its identity. 

Zebra Swallowtail (c)
Cabbage White (3)
Orange Sulphur (1)
Eastern Tailed-Blue (c)
Pearl Crescent (1)
22  Horace’s Duskywing (1) 

After a long day in the field, a highlight of the trip was dinner in Chestertown at the Fish
Whistle.  Fish tacos! 



Rick and I took the first of many trips to western Maryland on May 2nd.  We stopped first
at the Sideling Hill Rest Area on Interstate 68 West.  In the past, this has often had plenty of nectar
and butterflies in the spring, summer, and fall, but we found very few leps there – though two FOYs. 

Black Swallowtail (1) %
Cabbage White (4)
Orange Sulphur (8)
23  Dreamy Duskywing (2) 
Juvenal’s Duskywing (2)
24  Wild Indigo Duskywing (5) 

We then traveled into the Green Ridge State Forest in Allegheny County in search of
Olympia Marbles.  At our first stop not too far off Interstate 68, we were thrilled to find a Silvery
Blue, our first FOY of the day.  We then drove to a cleared area deep in the forest where Marbles had
been found in years past.  To get to the area involved bushwhacking down a steep slope, but as we
found a slight pull-off from which we could proceed on foot downslope, there, nectaring on some
flowers at the edge of the road, was our primary target species, an Olympia Marble!  We had just
stumbled upon one of the very rarest of Maryland’s butterflies.  For me, it was not only a lifer but
a moment to be savored for a long time to come.  I was able to snap a few pictures before it gently
floated away.  

It was much too early to quit after having seen the marble, so we climbed down the
precipitous slope, down, down into the cleared area.  We found four more marbles there, all of which
Rick netted to confirm their identity, since in flight they are hard to distinguish from the more
numerous Falcate Orangetips and Cabbage Whites (many of which Rick also netted).  Scrambling
back up the shale scree to the car, we found a diminutive Common Roadside Skipper, always a great
find, and one of those butterflies that is so easy to miss on account of how small it is and how
quickly it darts about.  Rick also found a Copperhead which he initially mistook for a root that he
was about to grab hold of.  I was a ways ahead of him and probably passed within striking distance
of the snake myself.  We spent the rest of the day exploring the forest and chasing leps. 

25  Pipevine Swallowtail (4) 
Zebra Swallowtail (3)
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (c)
26  Spicebush Swallowtail (3) 
Cabbage White (common)
27  Olympia Marble (5)
Falcate Orangetip (c)
28  Clouded Sulphur (2) 
Orange Sulphur (6)
29  Sleepy Orange (1) 
American Copper (2)
Henry’s Elfin (1)
Gray Hairstreak (1)
Eastern Tailed-Blue (ab)



Summer Azure (1)
30  Silvery Blue (7) 
31  Meadow Fritillary (3) 
Pearl Crescent (4)
32  Question Mark (1) 
Mourning Cloak (2)
33  American Lady (2) 
34  Northern Cloudywing (1) 
Dreamy Duskywing (3)
35  Sleepy Duskywing (2) 
Juvenal’s Duskywing (ab)
36  Cobweb Skipper (1) 
37  Common Roadside-Skipper (1) 

On the trip home, we stopped for dinner at the Park-‘N-Dine in Hancock – I had one of their
surprisingly delicious crab cakes.  As we drove along Interstate 70, we had a long chat by speaker
phone with Rick Cheicante about various leps and odes, and plans for the year.  He had plenty of
great suggestions for our MD100 quest. 

On May 4, Rick, Beth and I went on an afternoon jaunt to a power line right-of-way off
Gambrill Park Road in Frederick County.  We were in search of White M Hairstreaks that another
intrepid Maryland lepster, Walt Gould, had reported from there.  As we started out, though, it wasn’t
hairstreaks that got our attention but elfins, Brown Elfins.  Lots of them.  Our count of 26 was a
conservative estimate.  None of us had ever seen so many.  The White Ms we found were almost an
anti-climax.  These early spring brood White Ms were much duller and grayer underneath than those
from later broods.  

Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (5)
Cabbage White (1)
Orange Sulphur (1)
Brown Elfin (26) 
Eastern Pine Elfin (1)
38  White M Hairstreak (6) 
Eastern Tailed-Blue (3)
Spring Azure (1)
Mourning Cloak (1)
Dreamy Duskywing (9)
Juvenal’s Duskywing (16)
Horace’s Duskywing (1)

One spot that is a must visit in both the spring and the fall is Soldiers Delight, a serpentine
barren in Baltimore County.  Spring is for Dusted Skipper.  That was our quarry when Rick and I
traveled there on May 17th.  We had to hike almost the entire length of the Serpentine Trail before
we found one.  The hike was worth it, though, because that first Dusted Skipper we found was
wonderfully fresh.  We found two others before we left for points south.



Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (3)
Spicebush Swallowtail (4)
Orange Sulphur (4)
Eastern Pine Elfin (1)
Olive Hairstreak (1)
Eastern Tailed-Blue (c)
Variegated Fritillary (1)
Meadow Fritillary (1)
Pearl Crescent (ab)
American Lady (1)
39  Silver-spotted Skipper (1) 
Cobweb Skipper (4)
40  Dusted Skipper (3) 

Our next stop was the Northwest Branch Trail in Montgomery County.  We hiked about a
mile upstream from Colesville Road and found a few nice FOYs.  

Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (3)
Cabbage White (common)
Orange Sulphur (1)
Sleepy Orange (1)
Eastern Tailed-Blue (2)
Pearl Crescent (4)
41  Red-spotted Purple (1) 
Silver-spotted Skipper (3)
42  Peck’s Skipper (5) 
43  Zabulon Skipper (11) 

After that trip, things quieted down a bit for me as I traveled out of Maryland for the
Memorial Day holiday to Cape Henlopen State Park in Delaware.  I saw several butterflies there, but
none that I could add to my MD100 list.  I found my next MD100 FOY in my backyard in the Indian
Spring neighborhood of Silver Spring on May 31st.

44  Sachem 

My next stop on the MD100 quest was a solo trip back to Gambrill Park Road in Frederick
County.  It was June 1st and it was damnably hot.  Although I didn’t last long, I lasted long enough
to see at least three FOYs, the best of which was a host of Indian Skippers.  

Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (1)
45  Appalachian Tiger Swallowtail (2) 
Spicebush Swallowtail (4)
Cabbage White (3)
Eastern Tailed-Blue (1)
Summer Azure (1)



Pearl Crescent (5)
46  Little Wood Satyr (ab) 
Silver-spotted Skipper (1)
Dreamy Duskywing (4)
Juvenal’s Duskywing (1)
Wild Indigo Duskywing (1)
47  Indian Skipper (29) 

The next day, June 2nd, another solo trip, this time to Little Bennett Regional Park in
Montgomery County, put me over the halfway mark.  Although the sky clouded up and it began
raining very lightly, I saw some very nice leps. 

Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (c)
Spicebush Swallowtail (3)
Cabbage White (c)
Summer Azure (7)
48  Great Spangled Fritillary (2) 
49  Silvery Checkerspot (1) 
50  Eastern Comma (1) 
Red-spotted Purple (1)
51  Northern Pearly-eye (3) 
Little Wood Satyr (ab)
52  Least Skipper (11) 
Zabulon Skipper (2) 

A few days later, I heard from Walt Gould that Banded Hairstreaks were out at a spot he said
he had found them just about every year in the recent past.  I followed up on his tip on June 5th, and
went to the Northeast Branch Trail in Prince George’s County, just south of Paint Branch Parkway. 
It’s a location commonly referred to as Riverdale.  I found Walt’s location easy enough, and found
the patches of dogbane he told me about, but I didn’t see a single Banded Hairstreak.  Actually, I
found something even better – a Striped Hairstreak!  This is a hard species to find in Maryland, and
I’ve missed it more years than I’ve found it.  I felt very lucky.

Zebra Swallowtail (3)
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (c)
Spicebush Swallowtail (3)
Cabbage White (c)
Orange Sulphur (2)
53  Striped Hairstreak (1) 
54  Red-banded Hairstreak (2) 
Eastern Tailed-Blue (5)
Summer Azure (4)
Great Spangled Fritillary (1)
Silvery Checkerspot (3)
Northern Pearly-eye (1)



Little Wood Satyr (c)
Silver-spotted Skipper (2)
Least Skipper (2)
Peck’s Skipper (2)
55  Crossline Skipper (4) 
56  Little Glassywing (1) 
Zabulon Skipper (7)
57  Dun Skipper (2) 

I awoke the following day, June 6, to cloudy skies and news of a tropical storm, Andrea,
hitting west Florida.  Later, around midday, as the sun broke through a bit, I dashed off to Riverdale
again in search of Banded Hairstreaks.  I met Rick there, and we later ran into Walt Gould.  Between
the three of us, we found both Banded (6) and Striped (3) Hairstreaks despite gray skies!  It was
spitting rain by the time we left. 

Zebra Swallowtail (1)
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (c)
Spicebush Swallowtail (6)
Cabbage White (c)
Orange Sulphur (1)
58  Banded Hairstreak (6) 
Striped Hairstreak (3)
Eastern Tailed-Blue (1)
Summer Azure (7)
Little Wood Satyr (ab)
Silver-spotted Skipper (1)
Least Skipper (4)
Crossline Skipper (3)
Little Glassywing (7)
Zabulon Skipper (3)

That evening, as I went with my family to the Cheesecake Factory at Columbia Mall to
celebrate my daughter’s 22nd birthday, the remnants of Andrea arrived and the rain came down in
great sheets.  

... the truth is that we are waiting, all of us, against insurmountable odds, for
something extraordinary to happen to us.

Khaled Hosseini, And the Mountains Echoed

I awoke on June 9th, my birthday, to a leaden gray sky.  As the sun repeatedly tried breaking
through the cloud cover, Rick and I decided to rendezvous at his house and head to the National
Arboretum to look for scallopwings (for purposes of MD100, we lumped the District into Maryland),



then travel to Charles County to explore areas he and Beth had already scouted earlier in the week. 
Our first stop was the butterfly garden at the Arboretum, usually a reliable spot for scallopwings on
account of the usually luxuriant growth of chenopodium (lamb’s quarters) there.  Even though the
leps were few and far between, we weren’t disappointed. 

Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (1)
Cabbage White (4)
Sleepy Orange (1)
Gray Hairstreak (1)
Eastern Tailed-Blue (1)
Summer Azure (1)
Silvery Checkerspot (1)
Silver-spotted Skipper (3)
59  Hayhurst’s Scallopwing (1) 

Little did we know what riches lay in store for us in Charles County.  As we headed south
to La Plata, then south and west to the area around Nanjemoy Creek, the skies cleared somewhat,
and it got much warmer.  We went down to the creek on Friendship Landing Road, and found a few
nice leps at the boat landing there.  We then headed up to a small parking lot and walked back a short
ways on a trail looking for emperors.  Ahead of us, we saw fields.  As I looked at them through my
binoculars, I uttered these famous last words: “Is that a dogbane patch?”  

Good Lord in heaven!  It was an amazing area!  About three acres we guessed of dogbane
in full bloom with well groomed trails running through it.  Some of the very best butterflying I had
done in years.  The sheer number of butterflies was breathtaking.  There were at least 150 Banded
Hairstreaks alone, the most either of us had ever seen.  The only issue was that the deer flies were
almost as thick as the butterflies.  They harried us without mercy, buzzing in our faces and biting
every area of exposed skin.  It was worth it though.  

Dogbane and common milkweed were also abundant in fields on the other side of Friendship
Landing Road, and on every bloom it seemed there were several Banded Hairstreaks.  Who knows
how many we saw.  Among the other highlights at Friendship Landing were Carolina Satyr, a
Maryland lifer for me, and a totally unexpected Aaron’s Skipper.  (Species in the following list with
no estimate of numbers were too numerous to count – including the hundreds of Banded
Hairstreaks.)

Zebra Swallowtail
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail
Orange Sulphur (1)
Banded Hairstreak 
Gray Hairstreak (1)
Red-banded Hairstreak (1)
Summer Azure
60  American Snout 
Great Spangled Fritillary



Silvery Checkerspot (3)
American Lady (8)
Red-spotted Purple (1)
61  Tawny Emperor (3) 
62  Carolina Satyr (3)
Little Wood Satyr (2)
Silver-spotted Skipper
Crossline Skipper (6)
63  Southern Broken-Dash (2) 
Little Glassywing
Sachem (1)
Zabulon Skipper (1)
64  Aaron’s Skipper (1) 
65  Broad-winged Skipper (1) 
Dun Skipper

We left Friendship Landing in a joyfully fly free car with the AC on high and traveled to
Purse State Park on the Potomac well south of Indian Head, but the weather was turning.  We could
hear storms in the distance and lep activity fell to naught, though we did chase a satyr that was
probably an Appalachian Brown.  But we gave up and decided to call it a day as the thunder rumbled
louder.  Back in College Park, where the weather was fine, we celebrated with gin and tonics. 

On June 11, I skipped work and drove to Little Bennett.  I wasn’t there long, though, before
clouds blew in from the west, and even some light rain.  A lepster sometime can’t get a break!  But
I somehow managed to see one FOY puddling in the Kingsley Trail parking lot off Clarksburg Road. 

Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (2)
Spicebush Swallowtail (1)
Cabbage White (11)
Orange Sulphur (2)
Eastern Tailed-Blue (1)
Summer Azure (6)
Great Spangled Fritillary (2)
Mourning Cloak (1)
66  Hackberry Emperor (1) 
Little Glassywing (3)

The following Friday, June 14, I skipped work again and spent a day in the mountains of
Frederick County chasing butterflies.  I visited a few spots along Gambrill Park Road, then drove
to the power line right-of-way that crosses Route 77 west of Thurmont to look for Baltimores –
where I found one!  I saw only one but that may be because the wetland there lived up to its name
and I was limited to scanning the edges because I left my Wellies at home.  Butterfly numbers were
generally on the low side, though.  The weather was partly cloudy, and when the sun went behind
the clouds, it got cool and activity stopped until sunlight returned.  I was very surprised at the total
lack of Tiger Swallowtails, either Eastern or Appalachian.  Back home, as I sat out in my yard



soaking in the sun, I saw my first Monarch of the year cruise by.  

Spicebush Swallowtail (2)
Cabbage White (c)
Orange Sulphur (1)
Red-banded Hairstreak (1)
Eastern Tailed-Blue (1)
Summer Azure (3)
67  Appalachian Azure (14) 
Pearl Crescent (1)
68  Baltimore Checkerspot (1) 
Little Wood Satyr (c)
Silver-spotted Skipper (3)
Northern Cloudywing (5)
Dreamy Duskywing (1)
Least Skipper (1)
Indian Skipper (10)
Peck’s Skipper (2)
69  Tawny-edged Skipper (3) 
Crossline Skipper (4)
70  Hobomok Skipper (4) 
Dun Skipper (1)

71  Monarch (1) – later, in the yard back home

I was back on the trail the very next day, June 15.  Beth, Rick and I met in College Park and,
after a stop for a Sunrise Bagel at the Bagel Place, we headed off to Maryland’s Eastern Shore.  (I
had to drive separately because I had to get back on the early side for a dinner party.)  

Our first stop along Route 301 northeast of Queenstown at a location where Rick had
Checkered White the year before was a bomb.  Abundant nectar but no leps except Cabbage Whites. 
Things didn’t pick up until we got to Eastern Neck National Wildlife Refuge (Kent County), where
we found some fabulous butterflies.  

(Species with no estimate of numbers were either common [>10] or too numerous to count.)

Zebra Swallowtail
Black Swallowtail (1)
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (2)
Spicebush Swallowtail (3)
Cabbage White
Orange Sulphur
72  Coral Hairstreak (1) 
Banded Hairstreak (1)
Gray Hairstreak (6)



Eastern Tailed-Blue
Summer Azure
Silvery Checkerspot (3)
Pearl Crescent (3)
American Lady (4)
73  Red Admiral (1)
74  Common Buckeye (1) 
Little Wood Satyr (8)
Monarch (4)
Silver-spotted Skipper
75  Common Sootywing (1) 
76  Swarthy Skipper 
Least Skipper
77  Northern Broken-Dash (1) 
Little Glassywing
Sachem (1)
78  Delaware Skipper (9) 
Aaron’s Skipper (8)
Broad-winged Skipper
Dun Skipper
79  Salt Marsh Skipper 

I left around 2:15 p.m. and had a hellish trip back, beginning with heavy traffic on the Bay
Bridge due to an accident on the bridge.  Traffic was heavy the rest of the way home, and a “short
cut” I took to avoid Beltway traffic was one long string of red lights.  

Then it was Father’s Day, Sunday June 16, yet another cloudy day.  I waited for the sky to
clear a bit, and corresponded with Rick about what more I thought we needed to do to reach our
MD100 goal.  The year wasn’t all field trips.  It took a lot of planning.  Rick and I were constantly
exchanging proposals for a lep chase here or there.  This is a game plan I sent Rick that morning. 

I’ve been looking at lists of butterflies working out strategies for MD100. At this time
last year, my Maryland list stood at 59 (with a few more from DC – hard to
manipulate my data because I can’t combine states!). I am amazed that we are so far
beyond that this year!  Here are some target trips I see as crucial:
1. Frederick and Green Ridge (early to mid July)

Edwards’ Hairstreak, Northern Metalmark (seen 7-9-94)
2. Garrett County (early to mid July)

European Skipper, Gray Comma (for me), Long Dash, Black Dash, Bog Copper,
Aphrodite Fritillary, Atlantis Fritillary, Silver-bordered Fritillary

3. Eastern Shore / Dorchester (early to mid July)
Viceroy (for me), Dion Skipper, Rare Skipper, Great Purple Hairstreak, King’s
Hairstreak, Palamedes Swallowtail, Appalachian Brown (for me - or Garrett),
Bronze Copper

4. St. Mary’s County (mid September)



Cloudless Sulphur (if not seen by then), Clouded Skipper, Ocola Skipper, Long-tailed
Skipper

5. Soldiers Delight (mid to late September)
Leonard’s Skipper

These species we’ll likely get closer to home:
Common Wood Nymph, Fiery Skipper, Tawny-edged Skipper (for you), Mulberry
Wing, Painted Lady, Little Yellow

And these are a few that we still might get but they’re harder to target:
Dainty Sulphur, Giant Swallowtail (August second brood), Southern Cloudywing,
Harvester, Harris’ Checkerspot

That’s a lot to do in early to mid July.  What have I left out?  We should start
planning a Garrett trip – I’m thinking a 2-day trip at least.

When the sun started coming out, I went to the National Arboretum.  Lepping was pretty
slow at first, with lots of clouds covering up the sun, but butterflies came out when the sun came out. 
Very surprising were the two Southern Broken-Dashes.  Got an FOY – Painted Lady.

Pipevine Swallowtail (1)
Black Swallowtail (3)
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (c)
Spicebush Swallowtail (5)
Cabbage White (c)
Clouded Sulphur (3)
Orange Sulphur (c)
Banded Hairstreak (2)
White M Hairstreak (1)
Eastern Tailed-Blue (c)
Summer Azure (7)
Variegated Fritillary (2)
Question Mark (1)
Mourning Cloak (1)
American Lady (2)
80  Painted Lady (1)  
Little Wood Satyr (3)
Monarch (1)
Silver-spotted Skipper (ab)
Tawny-edged Skipper (2)
Crossline Skipper (1)
Southern Broken-Dash (2)
Northern Broken-Dash (1)
Little Glassywing (c)
Dun Skipper (1)

The following weekend was the Western Montgomery Butterfly Count.  I was the leader for
the Little Bennett sector, and also planned a trip to Rubin’s Bog off Old Bucklodge Lane to look for



Mulberry Wings.  The day before the count, June 21st, I took off work and headed to Little Bennett
to scout (very briefly because of the heat) for the count.  Three Baltimores in the field adjacent to
the Kingsley Trail parking lot were the highlight.  

(Numbers not recorded.)

Zebra Swallowtail
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail
Spicebush Swallowtail
Cabbage White
Clouded Sulphur
Orange Sulphur
Banded Hairstreak
Gray Hairstreak
Eastern Tailed-Blue
Summer Azure
Great Spangled Fritillary
Baltimore Checkerspot
Silver-spotted Skipper
Peck’s Skipper
Northern Broken-Dash
Little Glassywing
Zabulon Skipper

25th Western Montgomery County 4th of July Butterfly Count.  The following day,
June 22nd, I arrived at the meeting place at Black Hill Regional Park at around 8:50.  It was nice
to see a lot of familiar faces.  The count, as foreshadowed by my scouting trip, was a long, hard, hot
slog.  My party was Rick, Beth, and Walt Gould.  Lep diversity and numbers were generally low. 
Possibly, it was a bit too early for the July break-out in terms of broods.  We had just two Mulberry
Wings at Rubin’s Bog, and they were quite fresh, suggesting the place would be hopping with them
soon.  Our total for the day was absurdly low, just 23 (one of which only Walt saw, a Northern
Cloudywing), though later at the tally rally the overall count came in at 42 or 43, which compared
to past counts was a little above average.  The tally rally was at Mi Rancho in Germantown, where
I had a surprisingly delicious carné asada (skirt steak).  

Rubin’s Meadow

Spicebush Swallowtail (4)
Cabbage White (1)
Orange Sulphur (1)
Eastern Tailed-Blue (2)
Great Spangled Fritillary (3)
Pearl Crescent (2)
Question Mark (1)
Northern Pearly-eye (1)



Silver-spotted Skipper (2)
Least Skipper (2)
Little Glassywing (4)
81  Mulberry Wing (2) 
Zabulon Skipper (3)

Little Bennett Regional Park

Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (13)
Spicebush Swallowtail (5)
Cabbage White (62)
Clouded Sulphur (9)
Orange Sulphur (28)
Eastern Tailed-Blue (23)
Summer Azure (7)
Great Spangled Fritillary (98)
Silvery Checkerspot (1)
Pearl Crescent (1)
Baltimore Checkerspot (3)
Question Mark (8)
Hackberry Emperor (1)
Northern Pearly-eye (1)
Little Wood Satyr (7)
Silver-spotted Skipper (17)
Least Skipper (1)
Northern Broken-Dash (4)
Little Glassywing (86)
Hobomok Skipper (1)
Zabulon Skipper (2)

On June 28, Rick and I headed west again.  We first went up Gambrill Park Road to the
Frederick County Watershed Forest.  Our quarry, Edwards’ Hairstreak, was next to one of the ponds
there as if waiting for us.  

Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (1)
Spicebush Swallowtail (5)
82  Edwards’ Hairstreak (1) 
Gray Hairstreak (2)
Great Spangled Fritillary (8)
Silver-spotted Skipper (6)
Northern Cloudywing (3)
Tawny-edged Skipper (2)
Crossline Skipper (5)
Northern Broken-Dash (1)
Little Glassywing (2)



Dun Skipper (1)

We did not stay long.  Back on the road, we began to worry as the sky got grayer.  So often
during the summer of 2013, the weather failed to cooperate.  Our next stop was Green Ridge State
Forest in Allegheny County.  Here, we were pretty much skunked as the weather got worse, though
I did pick up one FOY.  

Orange Sulphur (c)
Eastern Tailed-Blue (c)
Great Spangled Fritillary (c)
83  Common Wood Nymph (1)
Silver-spotted Skipper (9)
Crossline Skipper (3)
Delaware Skipper (1)

Our plan had been to spend the night in Frostburg and cover Garrett County the next day, but
as we sat in a fast-food joint in Frostburg with a view of the Garrett County escarpment, we watched
dejectedly as a considerable storm blew in from the west, bringing with it great gusts of wind and
sheets of rain.  The next day’s weather forecast didn’t look all that good either.  But since we were
there almost there, as the rain let up a bit, we decided to try our luck at Finzel Swamp Nature
Conservancy Preserve on the Garrett-Allegheny county line.  It was raining when we got there, but
after we spent about 45 minutes sitting in the car, the sky cleared for a bit.  As we walked back into
the preserve, hundreds of European Skippers emerged from the damp grass, and we found several
Long Dashes. 

Appalachian Tiger Swallowtail (1)
Orange Sulphur (1)
Eastern Tailed-Blue (c)
Summer Azure (c)
Great Spangled Fritillary (2)
Baltimore Checkerspot (1)
Little Wood Satyr (3)
Silver-spotted Skipper (3)
Dreamy Duskywing (1)
Least Skipper (2)
84  European Skipper (ab) 
Peck’s Skipper (4)
85  Long Dash (10) 
Hobomok Skipper (2)

But ominous clouds loomed in the west and were moving east toward us.  We decided to bag
it and head home.  What a long day!  We drove Rick’s new car, an orange Subaru Cross Trek, which
was a vast improvement over his previous car, a Prius with next to nothing in the way of ground
clearance. 



Far from discouraged, the very next day, June 29, Beth and I met Rick at his place in College
Park, and after a quick breakfast at MacDonald’s, we headed off to the Eastern Shore in Rick’s new
Subaru, which he had dubbed the “Orange Crush.”  Our goal was to find King’s Hairstreak.  As we
approached Vienna, I began to wonder if an orange car is to a State Trooper what a red cape is to a
matador as flashing lights filled the rearview mirror.  I thought that at the very least, the traffic stop
might guarantee us some karma, but at the King’s Hairstreak site along Nelson Road in Wicomico
County, we were skunked. 

Zebra Swallowtail (c)
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (1)
Spicebush Swallowtail (1)
Cabbage White (2)
Summer Azure (several)

A quick detour up Nelson Road to just across the Delaware State line (Sussex County)
yielded a small pocket of activity on a patch of common milkweed, the highlights of which were a
dozen Zebra Swallowtails, ten Coral Hairstreaks, and a single Common Sootywing. 

As we headed back east and into Dorchester County, the lepping stayed pretty slow at first. 
In fact, it was nearly lepless – except for a Great Purple Hairstreak at New Bridge on a button-bush
with a few blossoms still just barely hanging on.  But then we got to the swamp that Decoursey
Bridge Road crosses.  It gave us some redemption, including FOY Rare Skipper, Viceroy, and a
flyby Cloudless Sulphur over which I about flipped.  When I let out a few whoops, Rick and Beth
thought I had lost it!  But all I could think of was the year – 2011 – when it took until early October
to find a Cloudless Sulphur.  This one was a relief.  

Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (5)
Cabbage White (several)
Orange Sulphur (9)
86  Cloudless Sulphur (1) 
87  Great Purple Hairstreak (1) 
Eastern Tailed-Blue (c)
Summer Azure (c)
Pearl Crescent (8)
Red Admiral (1)
Common Buckeye (4)
88  Viceroy (1) 
Silver-spotted Skipper (6)
89  Rare Skipper (1) 
Broad-winged Skipper (ab)

We traveled home with a stop for dinner at The Narrows restaurant on Kent Narrows, where
the cream of crab soup (with just a hint of sherry) is superb.  I had a delicious crab cake. 

Rick and I had planned our next trip to western Maryland for July 12-13.  That Friday,



July 12, I awoke to a watery world.  We decided to reassess that noon – the outlook was a better for
Saturday.  We were feeling quite jinxed by the weather.  

Later that morning, I heard from Rick that the weather maps were looking better to the west. 
We decided to head to Green Ridge, and left Silver Spring at around 11:50 a.m.  Our first stop was
Swains Hollow Road in Green Ridge, where we arrived at around 2:30 p.m.  Despite cloudy skies,
we found seven Northern Metalmarks, most nectaring on woodland sunflower.  We searched high
and low around that area looking for Giant Swallowtail but dipped on it. 

Pipevine Swallowtail (1)
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (1)
Spicebush Swallowtail (3)
Cabbage White (10)
Orange Sulphur (2)
90  Northern Metalmark (7)  
Pearl Crescent (2)
Silver-spotted Skipper (2)
Wild Indigo Duskywing (6)
Least Skipper (1)
Little Glassywing (3)

At around 5:15 p.m., we headed towards Frostburg, with a stop in Cumberland for dinner at
the Texas Grillhouse.  We checked into our hotel rooms and hit the hay early. 

The following day July 13, began much like the one before it.  I awoke at 6:30 a.m. to
another watery world outside the hotel.  Drizzly.  Cool.  Awful lep weather.  Rick and I left at 8:00
a.m. for The Princess Diner in downtown Frostburg, a hole-in-the-wall greasy spoon that served
quite a delicious breakfast.  Beth joined us there, having driven up there that morning from Silver
Spring.  We carpooled back at the Hampton Inn in Frostburg, and all loaded into the Orange Crush.

The drive up to the Garrett County escarpment was depressing.  It was as if we had driven
up into the clouds.  After we crossed the county line, it began raining in earnest.  But as we left
Interstate 68 and headed down Route 219 towards Oakland, the weather started to break and we even
saw some brief flashes of blue sky.  It was enough to get Rick to break out into song.  Our flagging
spirits didn’t quite soar, but we didn’t give up.  We met Fran and Bill Pope in McHenry at the Garrett
County Information Center.  Fran is a local expert on the butterflies of Garrett County.  She had
agreed to show us some of the sights.  

Our first stop was a wetland along Mosser Road east of Deep Creek Lake, a great place but
even better I’ll bet when the sun is out.  Despite the clouds, we found two FOYs there. 

91  Appalachian Brown (8) 
Common Wood Nymph (1)
European Skipper (common)
92  Black Dash (5) 



And then . . . 

              . . .  everything
was rainbow, rainbow, rainbow!

Elizabeth Bishop, The Fish

Our next stop was the fabled Glades, a cranberry bog tucked away in a remote corner of the
county that is a Nature Conservancy property.  As we started out on the long hard hike to the bog
through a thick, brambly forest, the sun slowly emerged.  By the time we got to the open bog, the
monotonous gray blanket that had dogged us had been replaced by big puffy cumulus clouds floating
gently against a backdrop of crystalline azure sky.  The spongy bog took my breath away – it felt as
if I had stepped into a boreal realm somewhere in the north country.  Tiny cranberry plants were in
bloom everywhere, and it wasn’t long before we found several Bog Coppers.  Of all the places I
visited during the summer of 2013 in my quest to see 100 species of butterflies in Maryland, this was
by far the most memorable.  

93  Bog Copper (9) 
Summer Azure (c)
Great Spangled Fritillary (2)
94  Aphrodite Fritillary (1) 
Northern Pearly-eye (c)
Appalachian Brown (c)
Silver-spotted Skipper (1)
Delaware Skipper (4)
Black Dash (c)
Dun Skipper (ab)

After the bog walk, we split off from Fran and Bill to go to Big Run State Park.  At the first
pullout along Big Run Road coming down the hill about a mile from New Germany Road, we found
a large “puddle party” of mostly “little brown jobs.”  The group included two small, pale yellow
Tiger Swallowtails (slightly larger than a nearby Red-spotted Purple) which we initially identified
as Eastern, but which we thought were good candidates for Canadian Tiger Swallowtail after we
examined them more closely.  Beth got good pictures of a netted specimen.  We noted the very broad
black band on the trailing margin of the hindwing, as well as a nearly continuous yellow marginal
spot band on the forewing.  The field marks – and range – were consistent with Canadian Tiger
Swallowtail as set forth in Cech and Tudor’s Butterflies of the East Coast (2007).  In the weeks that
followed, however, Rick corresponded with Harry Pavulaan, who said that DNA studies had
effectively refuted Cech’s range map showing a southern extension of the Canadian Tiger
Swallowtail’s range into the high Alleghenies.  DNA might not lie, but these swallowtails were not
your everyday Eastern Tiger.  They remain a mystery to me. 



We went several more places after that along the Savage River but nothing much more was
to be seen – including not even a single Gray Comma, which was a “must see” for me that never
showed up along a road where it is often a “gimme.”  This is one that got away. 

Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (2)
Spicebush Swallowtail (2)
Cabbage White (4)
Clouded Sulphur (1)
Orange Sulphur (1)
Coral Hairstreak (1)
Eastern Tailed-Blue (5)
Summer Azure (c)
Great Spangled Fritillary (4)
Aphrodite Fritillary (3)
Pearl Crescent (1)
Eastern Comma (3)
American Lady (1)
Red-spotted Purple (2)
Silver-spotted Skipper (3)
Peck’s Skipper (1)
Tawny-edged Skipper (1)
Little Glassywing (1)
Delaware Skipper (3)
Dun Skipper (ab)

We drove back to Frostburg to pick up Beth’s car, then had a nice dinner in Cumberland at
the Texas Grillhouse before heading back home.  

The next day, July 14, I spent some time in my yard and found a skipper I had been expecting
to show up any time: 

95  Fiery Skipper (2)  %&

That was enough to motivate me to look for more.  I went to the National Arboretum, where
I met Rick.  It was slow but we hung on and were able to find 22 species, including an amazing
Checkered White in the lavender beds at the National Herb Garden.  This was truly an incredible
find, and my first for the Arboretum.  

Pipevine Swallowtail (4)
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (c)
Spicebush Swallowtail (7)
96  Checkered White (1) 
Cabbage White (c)
Clouded Sulphur (1)
Orange Sulphur (3)



Sleepy Orange (3)
White M Hairstreak (1)
Eastern Tailed-Blue (c)
Summer Azure (c)
Silvery Checkerspot (2)
Question Mark (1)
Eastern Comma (1)
Common Buckeye (1)
Red-spotted Purple (2)
Silver-spotted Skipper (6)
Hayhurst’s Scallopwing (2)
Horace’s Duskywing (2)
Wild Indigo Duskywing (1)
Least Skipper (c)
Sachem (c)

A week later, on July 21st, I accompanied Rick on what I called a “Death Trip” to the
Eastern Shore – another unsuccessful quest for King’s Hairstreak.  At the Nelson Road site, we
found nothing of note.  

Zebra Swallowtail (c) 
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (c) 
Spicebush Swallowtail (c)
Eastern Tailed-Blue (5)
Summer Azure (2)
Pearl Crescent (1)
American Lady (2)
Red-spotted Purple (3)
Little Wood Satyr (2)
Silver-spotted Skipper (3)
Hayhurst’s Scallopwing (2)
Northern Broken-Dash (1)
Sachem (1)

On the trip back west, we stopped at several spots in Dorchester County, including areas
where in past years I and others had found plenty of Bronze Coppers, but all we got for our troubles
was a brief glimpse of a Dion Skipper at New Bridge (moments before we saw this bug, I said to
Rick “I’ve always found this to be one of the best place in Maryland to see Dion Skipper”).  The
copper appears to have largely disappeared from Dorchester County.  

(Common below unless otherwise noted.)  

Black Swallowtail 
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail
Spicebush Swallowtail 



Clouded Sulphur (4)
Orange Sulphur
Cloudless Sulphur (3)
Sleepy Orange (2)
Eastern Tailed-Blue
Pearl Crescent 
Common Buckeye (4)
Viceroy (4)
Little Wood Satyr (1)
Monarch (5)
Silver-spotted Skipper (6)
Least Skipper (8)
97  Dion Skipper (1) 

(Rick found King’s Hairstreak at the Nelson Road site on July 27, a trip I was unable to make –  and
for Rick, this was Number 100! for the year.) 

Although the butterflies were few and far between, and although we missed our primary
target, we managed somehow to have a good time.  We listened to a lot of Golden Oldies as we
cruised the back roads of the Eastern Shore, and we had a great dinner at Red Hot and Blue on Route
50 west of the Bay Bridge as a huge thunderstorm raged outside.  But this trip was a last gasp before
I took a break from MD100 for a few weeks.  

During this hiatus, on a trip to the Outer Banks of North Carolina, I actually I hit 100
butterfly species for the year — though not in Maryland.  These were Palamedes Swallowtail, Gulf
Fritillary, and Giant Swallowtail on August 5th in Duck, North Carolina, numbers 98, 99, and 100
for the year.  

I resumed the MD100 chase on August 17 when I led the 16th Annual District of Columbia
4th of July Butterfly Count.  My team of counters found 33 species at the National Arboretum and
Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens.  The team consisted of Beth Johnson, Bob Speaker, and Bob and
Tamie Dewitt.  It was the first time the count included Kenilworth.  This gave us a couple species
we normally would not have been likely to find at the Arboretum, Appalachian Brown and
Broad-winged Skipper.  Also of note were the remarkable number of Silver-spotted Skippers (57),
Southern Broken-Dashes (48), and Zabulon Skippers (59).  Beth found an Ocola Skipper in the
Arboretum’s butterfly garden, an FOY for me that put me within striking distance of reaching the
magic number for MD100.  

Black Swallowtail (1)
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (46)
Spicebush Swallowtail (21)
Cabbage White (31)
Orange Sulphur (3)
Cloudless Sulphur (6)
Sleepy Orange (11)



Gray Hairstreak (3)
Red-banded Hairstreak (6)
Eastern Tailed-Blue (15)
Variegated Fritillary (4)
Pearl Crescent (19)
Red-spotted Purple (4)
Viceroy (1)
Hackberry Emperor (1) 
Tawny Emperor (1)
Appalachian Brown (2) 
Silver-spotted Skipper (57)
Hayhurst’s Scallopwing (1)
Horace’s Duskywing (7)
Wild Indigo Duskywing (6)
Common Sootywing (1)
Swarthy Skipper (2)
Least Skipper (30)
Tawny-edged Skipper (4)
Crossline Skipper (12)
Southern Broken-Dash (48)
Little Glassywing (10)
Sachem (7)
Zabulon Skipper (59)
Broad-winged Skipper (2) 
Dun Skipper (16)
98  Ocola Skipper (1) 

To say that I resumed my MD100 quest on this count is not completely true.  During my Big
Year, I was always on the lookout for something new.  I regularly patrolled my yard, which has the
distinction of hosting two county records – Eufala Skipper and Southern Broken-Dash – and where
I’ve seen plenty of butterflies I would love to have added to my MD100 count, such as Long-tailed
Skipper, Giant Swallowtail, and Little Yellow.  Here are two yard counts, one before and the other
after the D.C. count: 

August 16: Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (1), Spicebush Swallowtail (1), Red Admiral
(1), Red-spotted Purple (1), Silver-spotted Skipper (5), Peck’s Skipper (3),
Tawny-edged Skipper (1), Southern Broken-Dash (2), Northern Broken-Dash (1),
Sachem (several), Zabulon Skipper (2)

August 20: Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (2), Spicebush Swallowtail (1), Cabbage White
(2), Orange Sulphur (1), Gray Hairstreak (1), Eastern Tailed-Blue (1), Pearl
Crescent (1), Monarch (2), Silver-spotted Skipper (5), Fiery Skipper (3), Peck’s
Skipper (6), Southern Broken-Dash (3), Northern Broken-Dash (1), Sachem (14)

Late August brought with it thoughts of Soldiers Delight again, where I counted on finding



another “specialty” species, Leonard’s Skipper.  Beth, Rick, and I traveled there on August 31, a
beastly hot day.  The three of us went on a death march around the Serpentine Trail.  The heat about
did us in!  And we failed to find any Leonard’s Skippers! 

Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (3)
Spicebush Swallowtail (1)
Cabbage White (2)
Clouded Sulphur (2)
Orange Sulphur (2)
Sleepy Orange (2)
Gray Hairstreak (1)
Eastern Tailed-Blue (c)
Pearl Crescent (c)
Common Buckeye (2)
Red-spotted Purple (2)
Common Wood Nymph (1)
Silver-spotted Skipper (1)
Swarthy Skipper (c)
Least Skipper (3)
Peck’s Skipper (1)
Tawny-edged Skipper (5)
Crossline Skipper (2)
Little Glassywing (2)
Sachem (c)
Zabulon Skipper (1)

Afterwards, we stopped at the Snowball Stand at the intersection of Woodstock Road and
Route 99 in Howard County.  A sno-cone never tasted as sweet!

On September 6, I drove to St. Mary’s College in St. Mary’s County to pick up my son
Aaron for a family wedding the next day back in Montgomery County.  I arrived at the College early
enough so that I had about an hour to walk around the campus and St. Mary’s City before Aaron got
out of class.  In that short amount of time, I found a surprising number of butterflies – including a
FOY Clouded Skipper in St. Mary’s City, and an unexpected Aaron’s Skipper nectaring on pickerel
weed at the edge of a pond on campus.  

Black Swallowtail (1)
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (c)
Spicebush Swallowtail (4)
Orange Sulphur (1)
Cloudless Sulphur (12)
Gray Hairstreak (4)
White M Hairstreak (1)
Eastern Tailed-Blue (2)
Summer Azure (1)



Leonard’s Skipper
September 7, 2013 – Soldiers Delight

Great Spangled Fritillary (1)
Pearl Crescent (1)
American Lady (2)
Common Buckeye (3)
Red-spotted Purple (1)
Common Wood Nymph (1)
Monarch (2)
Silver-spotted Skipper (c)
99  Clouded Skipper (1) 
Southern Broken-Dash (1)
Sachem (common)
Aaron’s Skipper (1) 
Broad-winged Skipper (5)
Salt Marsh Skipper (1)

The next day, September 7, I had a short window early in the day before my niece’s wedding
during which I was determined to return to Soldiers Delight to search again for Leonard’s Skipper. 
Beth and Rick decided to join me.  We met at my house and caravanned up there, and arrived at the
parking lot on Deer Park Road at around 10:30 a.m.  We set out on the Choate Mine Trail – where
butterfly guru Dick Smith had found the skipper the week before the day after our death march.  The
weather was perfect.  Warm, sunny, arid.  Not at all like the previous hellishly hot weekend.  We
made our way along the trail counter-clockwise, passing through a wooded section of the barren. 
No butterflies.  As we emerged from the woods, we found a few blazing star in bloom and a few
nectaring skippers, though not Leonard’s.  But we didn’t get far down the trail before Rick called
out “Leonard’s!”  Sure enough, there it was.  

100  Leonard’s Skipper

Further along the trail, we found three more.  

Orange Sulphur (3)
Eastern Tailed-Blue (common)
Variegated Fritillary (1)
Pearl Crescent (common)
Common Buckeye (2)
Red-spotted Purple (2)
Swarthy Skipper (common)
Least Skipper (8)
100  Leonard’s Skipper (4) 
Tawny-edged Skipper (5)
Crossline Skipper (common)
Sachem (9)
Zabulon Skipper (1)

Back in March, when Rick and I first started talking about it, I had my doubts about whether



it was possible to find 100 species of butterfly in one season in Maryland, but now both Rick and
I had both done so.  We had been from one end of the state to the other, from Worcester to Garrett,
and a multitude of places in between.  What a great summer of butterflying and fellowship!  

We left the barrens and made our way to the Snowball Stand, where we had sno-balls and
a celebratory shot of Dalwhinnie single malt scotch Rick brought – smooth as silk! – a fitting end
to reaching my MD100.  Unfortunately, I had to leave in a bit of a rush to get back to Montgomery
County for the wedding.  

The next day, I left on a business trip to Orlando, Florida.  I had very little time down there
to search for butterflies, but on several walks around the Grande Lake Resort where I was staying,
I saw a few non-Maryland FOYs (Barred Yellow, Dainty Sulphur, White Peacock, and Brazilian
Skipper), and two lifers (Ceraunus Blue and Southern Skipperling).   

On a trip to visit my son at St. Mary’s College September 20th, I took a side trip to Point
Lookout State Park, also in St. Mary’s County.  I was hoping to find a southern specialty like a
Long-tailed Skipper or Little Yellow.  Point Lookout was once an autumn butterfly magnet with
abundant nectar.  But I found the park ferociously manicured.  Nectar sources were virtually gone
in a park where in years past large stands of boneset, bidens, and goldenrod could be found
everywhere.  Not a lot of nectar meant not a lot of leps.  

Cabbage White (2)
Orange Sulphur (4)
Cloudless Sulphur (28)
Gray Hairstreak (7)
Painted Lady (1)
Common Buckeye (18)
American Snout (1)
Common Wood Nymph (1)
Monarch (4)
Silver-spotted Skipper (1)
Clouded Skipper (2)
Fiery Skipper (2)
Sachem (3)
Broad-winged Skipper (17)
Salt Marsh Skipper (1)

I only lasted about an hour at the park.  I felt discouraged and angry that such a gem of a park
could be so terribly mismanaged.  All in the name of “neat” roadsides, all cut down to the nubbins. 
I left in disgust and headed up Route 5 to the College to visit Aaron.  I spent the day working at
home on September 26th, a Thursday, as a government shutdown loomed.  I had a very rare visitor
to the yard that day, a Meadow Fritillary. 

Cabbage White (14)
Orange Sulphur (1)



Meadow Fritillary (1) 
Pearl Crescent (1)
Peck’s Skipper (4)
Sachem (9)

Oh, the days dwindle down
To a precious few
September, November

Kurt Weill and Maxwell Anderson, September Song

I spent a great day in the field the following Saturday, September 28th, with Rick and Beth. 
We were headed east, so we met as usual in College Park, and stopped for breakfast at The Bagel
Place.  My Big Year was the year I became addicted to the Sunrise Bagel sandwich.  Then it was off
to the Eastern Shore.  

The further east and south we traveled, the cloudier it got.  After a brief and unproductive
stop at the Department of Natural Resources land adjacent to Route 50 near the Choptank River
Bridge in Talbot County, we opted to skip Dorchester County altogether.  Instead, we headed straight
to our destination, Hickory Point Road near Pocomoke City in Worcester County.  We had heard
from Jim Brighton that he and a colleague had recently seen and photographed a lone Bronze Copper
there. 

We arrived under gray skies, but waited and waited, hoping for sun, distracted by dozens
upon dozens of Pearl Crescents in a wide variety of sizes fluttering along the grassy roadsides.  This
is an interesting spot of swampy, open woods of low growing shrubs and sparse trees.  It’s known
as one of the few spots in Maryland where Palamedes Swallowtail can reliably be found.  In fact, this
was Rick’s second trip there.  On his first trip, he found several Palamedes.  Soon after we arrived,
we saw a dark swallowtail that we assumed was Palamedes, but none of us got a very good look at
it.  The great host of Pearl Crescents continued to distract us as we waited for the sun.  

Finally, our patience paid off as the sun came out and the clouds drifted off to the southeast. 
Butterflies came popping out all over, more crescents, lots of Least Skippers, a Sachem, and a really
nice Great Purple Hairstreak nectaring on goldenrod.  We also began to see more swallowtails – all
Palamedes!  These were the first of this species I had seen in Maryland.  

I was going over every goldenrod I could find along the edge of the swamp when the field
of view in my binoculars was suddenly filled with our primary target species, a Bronze Copper!  I
wildly shouted “Bronze Copper!” and soon we were all on it – a lifer for both Rick and Beth.  

101  Palamedes Swallowtail (7) 
Orange Sulphur (3)



102  Bronze Copper (1) &
Great Purple Hairstreak (1)
Red-banded Hairstreak (1)
Eastern Tailed-Blue (14)
Pearl Crescent (ab)
Silver-spotted Skipper (1)
Least Skipper (c)
Sachem (1)

The copper flew down to the roadside and we watched, fascinated, as it (or, obviously, she)
began ovipositing in the grass adjacent to the species’ larval host plant, water dock.  Here are some
comments Rick had on this species: 

For those of you who have been following the travails of the 2013 Butterfly Big Year
that some of us have been conducting in Maryland, you’ll know I’ve waxed
increasingly despondent over the season by my inability to find Bronze Copper.  This
species — one of the largest copper species in the U.S. — used to be widespread on
the Coastal Plain of MD and well into the Piedmont region.  Over the last few years,
however, the population seems to have plummeted drastically — it is now only known
from the Eastern Shore, and previous redoubts for this species near Easton and
Cambridge have failed to produce sightings for us.  The probable cause is increased
mowing and intensive agriculture, supported in this case by herbicide-resistant crops
that allow veritable saturation of fields and field borders with Round-Up and other
herbicides, wiping out the larval food plants and adult nectar resources.  Happily,
the species seems to be doing a little better in Delaware and southern NJ . . .

Rick Borchelt, LepLog, Nemesis No More — Bronze Copper in MD

We left Hickory Point Road at around 3:40 p.m. and headed towards Chincoteague National
Wildlife Refuge in Virginia to look for the Bar-tailed Godwit that had been hanging out there in
Swan Cove since around mid-August.  The bird was there waiting for us.  We studied it at great
length, making very sure of our ID.  As the wind picked up and it got colder, we checked out a large
mixed flock of terns that included — Caspian, Royal, Sandwich, Forster’s, and Common.  Also saw
cormorants and Bald Eagles and egrets and herons, among others.  

We ate some very fortifying barbeque in town, then headed on our sleepy way home after the
sun went down.  We stopped at the Easton Dairy Queen for a celebratory treat and to rest a bit before
heading the rest of the way home.  

As it turned out, these two butterflies – Palamedes Swallowtail and Bronze Copper – were
the last FOYs of the season.  October arrived, and with it, a government shut down.  The first
weekend of the month, October 4th and 5th, was Parents’ Weekend at St. Mary’s College.  Alix
and I drove down, and we went first to Point Lookout, which Alix had never seen and where I held
out a slim hope for one last FOY.  We drove straight to the point.  It was hot out, in the mid 80s, and
partly cloudy.  Alix wandered around the Bay side of the Point and was fascinated and a bit grossed



out by the wharf roaches (Ligia exotica) scuttling over the breakwaters.  

I started looking for leps, and immediately started seeing things in a small brushy area along
the Bay side of the point, a last holdout against the park’s aggressive mowing operations – surviving
in part due to the presence of several fallen tress, and with a lot of goldenrod still in bloom.  I found
an extraordinary variety and number of butterflies, including plenty of Monarchs and even more
Buckeyes.  I walked the area for just an hour-and-a-half but it was one of the best hour-and-a-halfs
of lepping I had all summer.  No FOYs – but it was 20 species in a short time in an area not much
bigger than my back yard.  

Cabbage White (2)
Orange Sulphur (5)
Cloudless Sulphur (9)
Gray Hairstreak (6)
Red-banded Hairstreak (1)
Eastern Tailed-Blue (4)
American Snout (3)
Variegated Fritillary (1)
American Lady (9)
Painted Lady (6)
Common Buckeye (ab >100)
Monarch (58)
Horace’s Duskywing (3)
Common Checkered-Skipper (1)
Clouded Skipper (5)
Least Skipper (1)
Fiery Skipper (8)
Sachem (11)
Broad-winged Skipper (1)
Ocola Skipper (14) 

The next day, October 5, I spent some time wandering around the campus at St. Mary’s, and
found a nice variety of butterflies.  But no FOYs.  I gave up hope of seeing a Long-tailed Skipper,
which I had found here before but which this year was a no-show.  

Orange Sulphur (c)
Clouded Sulphur (2)
Cloudless Sulphur (3)
Gray Hairstreak (4)
Eastern Tailed-Blue (c)
American Snout (3)
Variegated Fritillary (1)
Pearl Crescent (c)
American Lady (5)
Common Buckeye (c)



Monarch (3)
Silver-spotted Skipper (2)
Horace’s Duskywing (2)
Common Checkered-Skipper (8)
Clouded Skipper (1)
Fiery Skipper (9)
Sachem (c)
Broad-winged Skipper (1)
Ocola Skipper (5)

Too bad.  Just a year before, on October 6, 2012, I counted nine Long-tailed Skippers on the
College campus and in old St. Mary’s City. 

During the days that followed, my plans to get out into the field during the government
shutdown came to grief when I came down with a nasty flu-like virus that laid me low for almost the
entire shutdown.  By month’s end, though, I had tallied a total of 17 species in the yard:  

Cabbage White
Orange Sulphur
Cloudless Sulphur
Sleepy Orange
Red-banded Hairstreak
Eastern Tailed-Blue
Variegated Fritillary
Pearl Crescent
Mourning Cloak
Painted Lady
Red Admiral
Common Buckeye
Monarch
Common Checkered-Skipper
Clouded Skipper
Fiery Skipper
Sachem

The Big Year was inexorably drawing to a close.  I finished up the year’s field trips spending
a couple hours at the National Arboretum during the afternoon of October 27, where I met Rick and
where we looked back on the year and talked a lot about the fate of the Washington Area Butterfly
Club, which at the time had progressed beyond its death throes to full blown rigor mortis.  The
highlight of that afternoon signaled the end of the butterflying season – a large raptor flying
powerfully along a tree line that, based on the overall gray coloration, robust chest, and prominent
white undertail coverts, was probably a Goshawk.  

Cabbage White (1)
Orange Sulphur (6)



Cloudless Sulphur (2)
Sleepy Orange (1)
Gray Hairstreak (1)
Pearl Crescent (1)
American Lady (1)
Painted Lady (5)
Common Buckeye (1)
Common Checkered-Skipper (2)
Sachem (2)

I saw just a few butterflies after that, a Cabbage White on November 5th in the Botanic
Garden on the National Mall in Washington, D.C.; single Painted Ladies in my yard in Silver Spring
on November 6th and 9th; and then on another trip to St. Mary’s on November 18th, the last
butterflies of the year, a single Cloudless Sulphur at St. Mary’s College, then two more Cloudless
Sulphurs along Route 4 in Calvert County as I drove home.  

My Big Year was over. 

Now, as I write this, one long winter has dragged by and I’m in the middle of another one –
two winters during which we here in the D.C. region have all come to appreciate what a “polar
vortex” is.  It’s nice, though, to have another season, 2014, to look back over for comparison
purposes.  

As for my Big Year, there are just a few things I would do differently.  For one thing, if I
could, I would quit my job (the word “retirement” sounds sweeter every day) and devote much more
of my time to lepping.  Had I just done that in 2013, I would have been able to get out in the field
a few more times and pick up at the very least the ones that got away but that Rick saw.  King’s
Hairstreak, which I missed after two tries.  Frosted Elfin, which emerged very late and I lacked the
time to chase.  Gray Comma?  How could I have missed this one?  And Southern Cloudywing, which
Rick saw during the late summer in Anne Arundel County at the Glendening Preserve.  (The only
species I saw that Rick missed was Ocola Skipper, another one of those “how could I have missed
it?!” species.)  

Ones we both missed but could have gotten included: 

* Giant Swallowtail, which I saw in 2014 in Calvert County, but which has gotten
harder and harder to find in Maryland, despite it having spread into the upper
mid-Atlantic; 

* West Virginia White, a hard one to see in Maryland but for which we had good intel
on where to find it in Garrett County; 

* Little Yellow, which just the year before was fairly common and widespread in
Maryland, but which in 2013 was a stubborn no-show; 



* Harvester, which we saw in both Maryland (Washington County) and D.C. (at
Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens) during 2014; 

* Atlantis and Silver-bordered Fritillaries, which we might have been able to find in
Garrett County if we had had more time and better weather; 

* Harris’ Checkerspot, another species for which our intel was good but our ability to
find was less so; 

* Long-tailed Skipper, another one that was easy to pick up in 2012 but absent in 2013;
and 

* Hoary Edge, something of a Holy Grail Butterfly for me in Maryland and which Rick
and I found in 2014 in Green Ridge State Forest, but which in 2013, we were looking
for in all the wrong places.  

There are areas of the state that need to be explored further.  We barely scratched the surface
in Garrett County, though that was in part because of the weather not cooperating.  We visited most
of Maryland’s 23 counties, but missed Caroline, Carroll, Cecil, Harford, and Somerset.  If I were to
go for another MD100, I would be sure to explore these counties.  Looking back on the 2012, 2013,
and 2014 seasons, I believe that with just a little more effort and luck, and more importantly,
cooperative weather, someone could reach further, to 116 species and possibly even beyond.  

Some may ask whether doing a Big Year was worth the effort.  

One may as well ask if it’s worth chasing butterflies in the first place.  Or birds.  Or any other
taxa out there in the wild.  The study of butterflies entails a study of their habitats and their food
plants and their nectar sources.  I spent the year looking far beyond the butterflies I counted.  All
summer, I was doing an inventory on the health of Maryland’s natural heritage, a most worthwhile
endeavor.  Looking at that Bronze Copper in Worcester County, the only one I saw all year, I could
not help but think of how many I had seen in past years in Talbot and Dorchester counties, and how
we searched for it in those counties in vain.  That beautiful butterfly was telling us that something
was changing in Maryland, and changing for the worse.  And for every Bronze Copper that
disappears, how many other species have disappeared that we do not even know about?  It is
worthwhile for me to get out in the field not just to “find reserves of strength that will endure as long
as life lasts.”  For me, I seek to answer the question: How do we know what we have lost when we
do not know what we have?  And if MD100 could motivate me, and others who take on the same
challenge in years to come, to seek an answer to this question, it is a profoundly worthwhile effort. 

Tom Stock
February 2014


