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Why a New 
Count?

Maryland and the mid-Atlantic 
already have several well-
established counts

Green Ridge State Forest 
historically has had good attention 
from butterfliers and even some 
systematic observation in the late 
1990’s to early 2000’s



Why Green 
Ridge?

• Green Ridge State Forest is 
ecologically very diverse – dry ridges 
to open grassland to dense forest to 
river/stream edge; old growth to 
second-growth to recently clearcut
forest

• Also encompasses a globally rare 
ecosystem, shale barrens

• Under the management of a unit of 
the state government charged more 
with resource extraction than 
butterfly habitat management



The NABA Count 
Program

• Established in 1993
• Now includes some 

418 counts in the 
United States, 
Canada, and Mexico
• Few are long-term



Current 
NABA Count 

Circles 
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General Count 
Guidelines

Restricted to a 15-mile-radius circle

Midnight to midnight (one day)

The write-up can include butterflies 
seen the week before/after but they 
can’t be included in the tallies 

Participant fee $3 (paid for this count 
by MDLOG, the Maryland Leps/Odes 
Group) 



The Net Policy

• While NABA generally has a no-net 
policy, nets are not prohibited on 
NABA annual counts

• Photographs of netted/in hand 
butterflies or net use probably 
won’t be accepted by NABA if we try 
to post them or send them to the 
magazines

• GRSF itself is open to net use / 
collecting insects

• Some areas in the count circle –
Nature Conservancy properties, for 
example – prohibit disturbing 
wildlife (including netting 
butterflies)

• Species that are of conservation 
concern in MD may not be collected



The GRSF Count 
Circle

• Centered on the Oak Barrel 
Café/Citgo Station 

• Exit 72 (High Germany Road) off 
of I-68

• Stretches from near Hancock in 
the east, to near Flintstone in 
the west, into southwestern PA 
to the north and WV to the 
south



How to Participate

• The count is organized into 15 sectors

• Rich mix of habitats
• Diverse butterfly fauna

• 40-50 species would be expected
• Also good odes and botany



Check out the 
sectors
• Metalmark Alley/Swain Hollow Road

• Cliff Road

• Hoop Pole Road

• Yonker Road (Harris Norris Road along Sideling Hill Creek)

• Fifteen Mile Creek Aqueduct

• Pearre Road

• Sideling Hill WMA

• Billmeyer WMA

• Town Creek Aqueduct

• Eidolon Nature Preserve (WV)

• State Game Lands 49 (PA)

• Fifteen Mile Creek circuit north of I-68

• Fifteen Mile Creek circuit south of I-68

• Mertens/Kasecamp

• Sideling Hill Preserve Bryant Tract



What you need

• A butterfly guide or handbook or phone app
• Comfortable but sturdy shoes
• Close-focusing binoculars
• Camera if you want to document your 

sightings
• Long pants (nettles, briars, poking sticks, 

rocks); hat or cap
• Insect/tick repellent
• Sunscreen
• Lunch (water will be provided by MDLOG)



Hazards

• Most of the roads and sectors are 
passable with a sedan; higher clearance 
needed on some sectors

• Frequent wash-outs

• Venomous snakes (timber rattlers and 
copperheads are few and far between)

• Heatstroke/sunburn (drink plenty of 
water)

• Cyclists/Four-wheelers



Logistics
• Approximately 2 hours from the 

Beltway via 270/I-70/I-68
• Meet up at 8:00 am at the picnic 

tables at the GRSF Visitor Center 
(on MV Smith Road, Exit 74 off I-
68).  We will disperse into the 
field at 8:30 am

• Restrooms are available at the 
Visitor Center but may be hard 
to come by elsewhere in GRSF

• Be sure to schedule a break for 
lunch

• We’ll meet for a tally rally at 
about 6:30 pm at a local 
restaurant or café (depending on 
the number of participants)



Some important 
side notes

• Participants 12 and older, no pets

• Cell phone service in GRSF is 
spotty to nonexistent

• Gas and food are available at the 
Oak Barrel Café (great sandwiches 
and awesome desserts)

• There is often an early morning 
moth show on the walls at the Oak 
Barrel/Citgo

• When in doubt, always retrace 
your steps to I-68



If you want to stay overnight before or after



Masks / COVID 
Precautions

• If you have been fully vaccinated 
for at least 10 days, there is no 
need to wear a mask or practice 
social distancing from other, 
vaccinated people

• Masks should be worn or social 
distancing practiced even in the 
field by anyone who is not yet 
fully vaccinated

• Count organizers will not be 
wearing masks



Be a Leader! 
(Sector Leader, 
that is)



Or be a 
Participant!



Another Reason to Count in GRSF



Northern 
Metalmark

• S2 (State Rare, Threatened)
• G3G4 (Globally Vulnerable)
• Shale barrens obligate
• Host plant is round-leaved 

ragwort, also a shale barrens 
specialist

• Threatened from loss of habitat 
as shale barrens are canopied 
over from lack of wildfire



Distribution in GRSF is 
undocumented

• Easily seen along “Metalmark Alley” –
Swain Hollow Road

• In good years seen in many places in GRSF 
but not systematically catalogued



Habitat indicators



Round-leaved ragwort, woodland 
sunflower



Other features to 
keep an eye out 
for:



Other species of note



Other species of note



Other species of note



Also a good 
chance to see 

some excellent 
odes



Tally Rally

The sector teams (or 
representatives) will gather for a 
convivial tally rally at the end of 
the day.  Where we end up will 
depend on how many participants 
we have.



Join us for the 
Count!

Email rborchelt@gmail.com
or visit
https://leplog.wordpress.com

mailto:rborchelt@gmail.com
https://leplog.wordpress.com/

